
September 6, 2020

Dear Nolan Catholic Community,

We are entering into our fifth week of school with over 600 students
on campus and approximately 120 students learning virtually. What
an incredible experience it has been to witness our students
receiving the Eucharist, lining the hallways for confessions, praying
the Rosary on Fridays, attending daily Masses, using the outdoors
for classroom instruction, and participating in extracurricular
activities across the campus. As we continue expanding activities

while adhering to restrictions, I am so grateful for our community and the foundation in
which we educate students. Thank you for joining us on this journey as we embrace the
opportunity to serve God in nurturing the souls of his children, both young and old.

What a blessing it is to witness our teachers modeling prayer and love to others while
recognizing the needs of our students to unlock the mysteries of wonder by enriching the
daily lessons into exciting discoveries. Each day, I walk the halls, sidewalks, and open
spaces around campus, reflecting on our Christ images strategically placed on campus and
find an overwhelming appreciation of our opportunity to serve God’s children. 

It is evident that our students are appreciative and
grateful for the beauty around them. Students will often
stop and gaze at the holy family exhibited in the stained
glass meticulously embedded in the wall of the IDEA
building. This image is imbued with the truth of God’s
grace, the goodness and intention of education, and the
beauty of God’s family. Whether our students find joy in
the image with a quick glance or a studied lens that
ignites a discussion, it is a gift to see the natural light of
this beautiful piece of art permeating our campus. 

We will continue to capture and share photos of our
students at work to offer a glimmer of the true love of
learning that is actively happening on campus. Around
every corner, the intense concentration and
engagement in student discovery and learning
throughout our campus is contagious. Indoors and
outdoors, students are exploring, presenting, reading,
writing, planning, and collaborating. It is common to see academic scavenger hunts with
groups of students holding devices with our Virtual Vikings engaged in the discussion.
More and more, classes are completing assessments and assignments in the courtyard
areas and taking “discussion walks” in the outdoor spaces. Truly incredible to witness!
Thank you, thank you to our students and teachers as they continue to transition
traditional learning into rich experiences.

Our students may not always share how or
what they learned or offer the best
description of their day, but it is evident that
every mind is exposed to the beauty of
enriching their minds and souls. As we share
our learning experiences, observe, and listen
to our students, staff, and parents, I ask that
we all continue communicating concerns,



share frustrations, and offer suggestions so
we may work together to continue this
journey while opening our hearts to the
graces of God. I pray that we continue to
support one another as we maneuver through
the outer noise to find peace and silence. May
we all be open to the blessings from our
Father as we continue to read articles and
hear the media chatter. Let’s join together
and offer up our fears, frustrations, and
adversities in prayer as we continue to
embrace and live out our core in knowing,

loving, and serving God in all that we encounter.

Leah Rios
President
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