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Nature Notes 
Outdoor Learning, Emily Breclaw

I noticed....

There was a lot of 
interest in Mary’s 
courtyard as students 
and teachers went 
out to see the Yellow 
Garden spiders and 
their huge webs last 
week. While some 
expressed fear at 
the sight of such big 
spiders, these gentle 
giants aren’t a threat 
to people. They’re 
far more likely to 
flee in fear if we 
get too close, than 
to bite a person. 
And spiders play 

a critically important role in our world. Pound for pound, 
spiders worldwide consume more weight in insects than the 
weight of all the meat and fish consumed by human beings. 
Can you imagine what our world would look like without 
spiders? So the next time you see one hanging out around 
campus or your house, remember that it’s protecting you 
from mosquitoes and other pest insects.

I wonder....

How do monarch butterflies find milkweed? This spring, I planted milkweed in the activity courtyard and in a tiny garden 
in my backyard. While the courtyard plants are still undiscovered by butterflies, the ones in my garden are stripped nearly 
bare due to the voracious appetites of a dozen caterpillars we discovered last week. Yesterday, my daughters and I 
watched a mama monarch laying eggs on the remains of our milkweed. She spent all afternoon flying in huge circles 
around the garden, then landing and depositing an egg, then flying some more. Occasionally, she stopped for a bit of 
nectar from one of the mistflowers. Eventually, she flew off, shortly before an afternoon thundershower. Once the rain 
stopped, she returned and began laying more eggs. While most monarchs will only live two to six weeks, these eggs she 
just laid are part of the fourth generation of monarchs, a group that will actually live 6-8 months, and fly all the way to 
Mexico to overwinter before laying their own eggs.

Photos courtesy of Dr. Hubbard and her students.

For more information about yellow garden spiders visit the 
link here.  

Read about the study comparing spider and human food 
consumption here.

If you look at the most forward leaf in the picture to the 
right, you can see the tiny, round green monarch egg.

In looking for an answer to my question, I learned 
that monarchs recognize milkweed by sight and smell. 
Once they land on a milkweed, they use their feet and 
antennae to determine whether the milkweed is good 
enough quality to support a caterpillar.

Read More

https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/MISC/SPIDERS/yellow-garden-spider.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/03/170314111251.htm
http://www.monarchs-and-milkweed.com/Monarch%20Life%20Cycle.htm


Interested in 4-H?

Student Volunteer Opportunity

Stay Connected
Stay up-to-date on upcoming events and the various ways to get involved.
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Students, make plans to attend the 4-H general meeting on 
September 13 at 3:15 p.m. in the library. Learn about all of the 
exciting projects we will offer this year, including livestock, shooting 
sports, horticulture, food and nutrition, and fashion/interior design.

For more information, contact Mrs. Emily Breclaw.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is looking for student volunteers to help assist with their Fall Fest on October 9. Please remember that 
all volunteers must be current on VIRTUS training. This Sign-Up Genius will be updated with more details as we get closer 
to the event. Please review the available slots below and click on the button to sign up. Thank you!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0445afa72fa75-seas

Come share your love of reading in our brand-new library!  Our librarian, 
Mrs. Ochs, is moderating a new book club starting Monday, September 13,  
from 3:10 to 4:00 p.m.  The club will choose a book to read, and then discuss 
together on Monday afternoons.  Club members also are welcome to come 
in before school on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays to help Mrs. 
Ochs organize our new shelving units and give input on the organization and 
decoration of the library.  

We hope to see you there!

Join the Book Club!

Viking Band March-A-Thon
Friday, September 10 | 6:30 p.m.
Doskocil Stadium

We invite you to join us on Friday, September 10, 2021, to be a part of an 
exciting evening of music from the  award-winning 
Nolan Catholic High School Viking Marching Band!

March-a-thon is driven by our band students and raises funds for the band 
program.  This is an exciting opportunity for purchasing instruments, music, 
funding scholarships and hiring expert clinicians!
Donations may be made online.

WATCH ONLINE

mailto:ebreclaw%40nchstx.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0445afa72fa75-seas
https://payit.nelnet.net/form/qzIGlxWc
https://vimeo.com/591040785


Understanding Naviance 

Missionary Month

Naviance is a comprehensive website that you and your student can use to make plans about colleges and careers. The 
website allows your student to:
•Get involved in the planning and advising process – Build a resume, complete online surveys, and manage timelines and 
deadlines for making decisions about colleges and careers.
•Research colleges – Compare GPA, standardized test scores, and other statistics to actual historical data from our school 
for students who have applied and been admitted in the past.
•Research careers – Research hundreds of careers and career clusters, 
and take career assessments.
•Create plans for the future – Create goals and to-dos, and complete 
tasks assigned by the school to better prepare your student for future 
college and career goals.
•Naviance also lets us share information with you and your student about 
upcoming meetings and events, local scholarship opportunities, and other 
resources for college and career information.

Important
Dates

Friday, September 10
First Quarter Progress Reports

Viking Band March-A-Thon
Doskocil Stadium | 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, September 11
Football vs. Santa Margarita 
Catholic
St. John Bosco (CA) 

Monday, September 13
4-H Information Meeting
Library | 3:15 p.m.

Wednesday, September 15
Viking Club Meeting | 6:00 p.m.
Mama’s Pizza
5800 Camp Bowie Blvd.

Friday, September 17
Football vs. Midland Christian
Midland TX | 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, September 23
North Texas Giving Day

Friday, September 24
Football vs. Bishop Lynch
Dallas TX | 7:00 p.m.

Hall of Fame Ceremony
Virtual Event

Week of September 6
Racism and Solidarity
Saint Peter Claver
Feast on September 9

Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, Mt 28:19

Week of September 13
Christianity and Identity
The Baptism of the Eunuch by Rembrandt
And as they went along the road they came 
to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, 
here is water! What is to prevent my being 
baptized?” Act 8:36

As a way to celebrate the richness of our Catholic faith and the diversity of our 
Nolan Catholic community, we will invite our students to view current events through 
truth, beauty, and goodness. We will begin in September by celebrating Mission-
ary Month. Each week will focus on a different verse that relates back to the topic 
for the week.



Next Week In Sports
MON13 TUE14 WED15 THUR16 FRI17 SAT18

TENNIS
@ Arlington
5:00 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
@ Abilene Wylie
(V) 6:00 p.m.

FOOTBALL
@ Midland Christian
(V) 7:00 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
@ Paschal Invitational
9:00 a.m.

Catholic Schools Night 
at Globe Life Field
Saturday, September 18
The Texas Rangers are hosting a Catholic Schools Night, September 18 for the 6:05 p.m. game vs. the Chicago White Sox.  
Tickets can be purchased through the following link. Diocesan T-shirts are also available for purchase online.
Come out and support the Diocese of Fort Worth while cheering on your Texas Rangers!

WATCH ONLINE

Masquerade at Nolan
Save the Date: Our In-Person Annual Gala
February 26, 2022

Want to help make our Gala a success? 
Join our first committee meeting on 
September 14 at 9 A.M.
Avoca Coffee Roaster 
835 Foch Street, Fort Worth, TX 76107

Please contact Lindsay Casey with any questions.

https://offer.fevo.com/texas-rangers-v-white-sox-147aawb-ce5dc4a?fevoUri=texas-rangers-v-white-sox-147aawb-ce5dc4a%2Ftexas-rangers-v-white-sox-147aawb-ce5dc4a
https://www.yoomarkit.com/product/baseball-night-2021/
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/bn-productions/gam6ddcdf2c90
mailto:lcasey%40nchstx.org?subject=


The Viking Club invites you to participate in the 2021 Nolan Catholic High School Golf Tournament. 
October 1, 2021

Hawks Creek Golf Club
6250 White Settlement Road
Westworth Village, TX 76114

11:00 a.m. Registration |12:00 p.m. Lunch provided by the K of C Council 15882 | 1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start

REGISTER HERE

With just less than a month to go, we already have more than 100 golfers registered, so if you plan on playing, don’t wait!  
We’d hate for you to miss out on all the fun.  After September 15, the price to register will increase to $150 per golfer ($600 
per team).  Get your registration in now!
 
The mission of the Viking Club is to support all approved school organizations, clubs, and teams.   Last year, we donated 
more than $15,000 back to the school.  It is our goal to double that amount this year --- but in order to do that, we must 
have your help!  Here’s how you can be involved:
 
• Play in the tournament either with a foursome or as a single-player – we can place you on a team!
• If you are not interested in playing but you would like your parish priest to enjoy this day with us, please consider 

sponsoring a priest to play!
• Become a sponsor!  There are many different levels of sponsorship still available!
• Volunteer to serve on the golf committee or at the course on the day of the tournament.
• Donate an item of value to be given away during the pre and post-tournament festivities.

Finally, we owe a huge thank you to those that have stepped up as our sponsors thus far:
Platinum Sponsor: Double Eagle Energy
Lunch Sponsor: Mike’s Garden Center
Koozie Sponsor: Varsity Logistics, Landstar Tex
Beverage Sponsor: Ben E Keith
Scorecard Sponsor: Knights of Columbus Insurance - 
Stark Agency
# 4 Hole In One Sponsor: Delgado Orthodontics
# 7 Hole In One Sponsor: C&T Landscape & Design
# 17 Hole In One Sponsor: Farmers Insurance      
Printing Sponsor:  John Sons Press
Driving Range Sponsor: SPD Resources
Golf Cart Sponsor: DFW Valet
Music Sponsor: Financial Vision Group
Photo Sponsor: Frost Bank
Awards Sponsor: Randy Moon Consulting
Tee Sponsor: Schneider Law Firm, P.C.
Putting Green Sponsor: Permico Royalties 

Hole Sponsors:
Holy Mamas from Holy Family Catholic School
St. John School Moms of Nolan Class of 2024
PuckettPro Promotional Products
Cyndi and Willie Seger
Russell Smith Auto
Fort Worth Postal Mail Handlers Union
Keith and Margaret Neill
Health Science Center and Friends
Advancement Foundation 
Mills Real Estate Group
Joint Venture Equity Partners
Nolan Catholic Volleyball Moms

https://nolancatholichs.ejoinme.org/vikingclubgolf


NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY- GIVE TODAY!
What is North Texas Giving Day?
On Thursday, September 23, 2021, Nolan Catholic High School is 
participating in Communities Foundation of Texas’ North Texas Giving 
Day, a one-day online giving extravaganza for our whole region. Last 
year, we were part of the success as Communities Foundation of Texas 
brought together more than 3,200 local nonprofits to raise $58.8 million 
for our region. Since its founding in 2009, North Texas Giving Day has 
inspired people to get up and give, which has resulted in increased 
donations and services provided in North Texas.

Why does Nolan Catholic Participate in North Texas Giving Day?
Each year, North Texas Giving Day kicks off our Annual Fund at Nolan 
Catholic. With your help, we can exceed our goal. This year, Nolan 
Catholic provided $889,000 in Parish discounts and $3,433,962 in 
tuition assistance to 57% (407 of 710 enrolled students) of our students.  

Nolan Catholic continues to assist families seeking a Catholic education. This year, we need your support to assist the 
many families who needed tuition assistance as a result of COVID-19.

Here’s how you can help:
1. Get up and give on September 23! 
Your gift matters! On September 23, you can donate to Nolan Catholic High School on NorthTexasGivingDay.org 
anytime between 6 a.m. and midnight. Not available on September 23? No worries! Make your gift early between 
September 1 and September 22! 

2. Spread the word! 
Create a FUNraising page and spread the word to your friends and loved ones about Nolan Catholic High School 
and North Texas Giving Day! 

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/nolan-catholic-high-school
https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/FUNdraisingPages

